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The LLE, Fish and Wiklhife Service {FWE) has meviewed wour lelter of Decomber L5, 2006
reganiimy e 2007 gypsy moth Ireatmen? program for 12 sites in 6 Indiana cousties (Allen,
Dizlawane, Elkhart, Mirshall, Porter, Whillevl. We are submitling the following comments on
The 20EIT prcerain,

These comments hove heen prenaned wnder the authorily of the Fiegh asd Wikdlife Coordingtion
Aot (16 L5064 el seq.) and are consistent with the izt of the Mational BEnvirommental
Policy Act of 1969, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and che 1), 5. Fish and Wikdlile Servieds
Mitigation Policy.

The plan submitied in vour letter includes zerial spraving of mming disruption pheromone flakes
{Dasrupt 1) a1 3 sibes {22,785 meres), aenal sproying of Sacilfie seragionsds biolegical comirad
(Hilkjar 13 sites (7620 penes), all with federal fanding assistance.  Additianally, ground
applicatian of Demalin 1o selectad rees is propesed al § siles. Dimdlin application in 2007 = a
Searg af lediang setion with ne ledera] fundimg assstance,

Endlangered hubierflics

Cme af the proposed reatment methods, spraving with Socedlive tarimgensis (Brk, 8 ol cossem
fior I federally endangered species of Lepidopters in ndiana, the Karmner biue begterfly [Lveosides
metisre sowmeeadind and Michell's satyr bubierfly {Meanympbe witakelil), The known ocoamences
ol these 2 endangered species are inthe northem ponions of Lake and Porer Countics (Kamer
blue butlerflyl, amd isolated Jocations in LaPoate and Lalrmnge Counties (Mitchell's satvr), The
range of Uhese specios has nal changed sinee our review of the 2006 pypsy moth program.

Mizithir spocies is known o eocur wilkon or adpacent to the Bk sites identified in your letter,
hewvever the Wilkow Creek Bik restmens siie in Pocter County [T65 acres i wathan o mile of the
Earner blwe batterfly population in and arcund the Indisns Dunes Natianal Lakeghare (DMLY T
i= imperative that serial sproying of Bik af the Willow Creek site be conducied ima manner that
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will avoid any drifl into the Kamer hlaz buttesily populatios sress, 1RDML @alT can pruvide more
information an the specific areas of concem.  Tremiment with Dasrupt 1 pheromone fakes, which
15 corsiderid o be highly specilfec for gypsy maths, will bave o sverss lirpacts on the fedimally
Tised tugterilics,

All el the Dimilin treatmen) siles (which are pol federal actions and are therefore net subgeet 1o
Soection T of the Endangersd Spectes Ac1) ane limited o very small arsas with sgplication limited
bor selected trees and are not ness sy currenl eidangersd species occurrenoe recards. Federally
listed butterilies are mol present 88wy of those sz,

Ohiver Emdanpered Species

The proposed treatment siles are within the rangs of the fedirally sodangered Indiana bat (Ayaris
sowlealis ), sl federally thremened bald eagle (Haliooetas fucoespinlus), W do nel amticipate
adverse effsets on bald cagles [rom any treatments ai this time, hecause this species is mo
direcily affecied oy gy of the troalmimis 2nd its forage hase consists mainly of verehraes,

Insdtinna hats hikernate im caves, then disperse 1o reproduce and forage in relatively andisisled
forested arens asscciped with waler resources during spring and sammer. Yaung are raised in
Eursery cobany rocsls in trees, fypleally nesr drainageways in undeveloped arcas. Priar i
hibernaticn, Indiana bats feed intensively in forcated anss neas kibemnacula in onder to build o
adequate fat reserves 1o survive hikematson,

The diet of Indiana bats consists enningsly of insocts, Besed on prevsous shedies they appear to he
somewhat opperanistic feaders. Some sudess hivve Gound lepidoplerans as a masar dietary
campanent, while athers foumd a dies domivarad by lermestrial Coleoplerans or aguatic insects.
Most of these studies wese essentinlly “snapshats® g there (5 & lack of comprehensive, long-
term researche [ is possible that under some corcurnstances extersive clintination of a broad
ranpe of lepidopleram species over a large habital area kas the podential o adversely affecr the
fiend brasse il an Liana bal rursery colony.  This comoem increnses greatly wilh ihe use ol
Diimsilin beevause it kills 2 much broader range of insects, Monz of the propased et ancas
ame near Indhana bal babemacula. Mest of the 2007 Bik aerizl irestmensg ssies are lingited io
relatively emall ssens of Indizna bzt memmer habdtal, however haged upom the asrisl plaotos o
prowided we ddentificd 2 sites whens a substantial amount of simlable forested summer hahice
occurs within an aerinl reainent area, These sites are listed below in descending sire of affected
fomest:

1. Halbaway site (Alben County, 1404 2cre treatment areap, S0 acres of foresl (our estlivsue),
I, Willlow Crock sito {Porter County 765 scre treatment area), 130 acres of fores) (our
ealimale].

Thex link hetwesn leas of a lepidoptaran Torage base Gor Imdiana bats and adverse effects on the
species is uncertain, therefore at this fme we consider the lkelihood of 1ake 1o be discomntably
small. However, 1o minimize impacts on foraging Indiana bars we recomimensd that aerial
spraying at the sites listed ahove be comducied as early a3 possibl; in the ssason. The Indiana bat
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summer GeoapEncy sexson i considensd o begin in mad-April, probably slightly laier in norbem
Indiamne

The FW'S concludes that the faderally assisted 2007 gepsy moih program is not liksly o
adversely affect amy of these federally listed species, subject 1o the afaremenisaned concem ahaut
avosding Bk drift iowand the kamer blue busterfly. IF Asture federally-assisted programs
st large scaks application of Dxmulin, or propose BT azrial application over very largo
argas al lidiana bal sumsner ar winler habilal, This issoe will bave o he roevalusted.

Tz preciudes the need for furtber consultation an this progect a3 roguined usder Section 7 of the
Emdanpenad Specics Acl al 1973, & amcaded. 1T hewever, new infurmalivn an enidangered
epse i Al The gl beoames dvadlable or ol prajet phars ane changed signafoastly, pliass comact
cur olflce for furnher consaliation

Far Farther discussion, pleass comiact hike Litwin at (£12) 3544361 ext. 204,

Sincerely yours,

J Viibod/nf Fll -

Scoft E. Pt
Fighl Supervisor

cep Clawstie Kedfer, Indiaie Division of Fish and Wibdlife, Induasapalis, [N
Katie Smich, Indisra Divisicn of Fisk amd Wildlil, Indampolis, N
USFWS, Chesiemon, TN
Phillap harshall, IDME, PO Rox 208, Vallonia, IN 47281
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R Cypsy math ensdieatian progass foe 2007
Chear M. Marshall:

Provstiasf 00 [ndidreh Cidis §2-T1 <1< 1 B the el inass Depoarimmi of Taiusn | Resources, Division of Hidons Pressootion and
Archasology (CDHPA™) b eonducted & revies of s ety dasl Deosnber 15, 2006, and reoeived by ihie THPA o0
Decembeer 21, 200E, far dhe alsorns ifad izutod progo @ Alkea, Porter, Flidkert, Wihatley, Ddiwere, fnd Mamdul] countio,
Iradinzm

Basad o oor ailysis, it his heon Setirmiied e fn histirie propertion will he shered, demobich, ne remosad by e
prgpmed prope.

Ll pois biwve sy Fanthier quiestons peganlisg this deermination, plesss Shans Felso of e DHFA & (31T} 232-
HAL o ko TN gov
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